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IEEE’s Transactions on Affective Computing (TAC) reaches its fifth anniversary I have many positive developments to
note.
First, and most significant for our readers, TAC’s first official impact factors were released and we came in at a
whopping 3.47. This is extraordinary for a new journal and makes us the second highest rated journal in IEEE’s
Computer Society. For those interested in artificial intelligence research, this places us well above the top-ranked
Artificial Intelligence (2.71). It even places us above the top journal for emotion research, Emotion (3.37). Clearly the field
of affective computing has grown up.
I am also happy to announce that the Sixth International Conference on Affective Computing in in the historic city Xi’an,
China (home of the Terra Cotta Warriors) on September 21-24, 2015. TAC will be coordinating several events with this premier venue for affective computing. At the conference, we plan to recognize the most influential paper published in TAC
and TAC will publish a special issue of the best papers presented at the conference. The conference proceedings will also
be available through IEEE.
We’ve made several changes to our editorial board as long-running members have come up for retirement. New
faces include:
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Kerstin Dautenhahn (University of Hertfordshire): affect in robotics.
Magy El Nasr (Northeastern University): affect in games.
Stephen Fairclough (Jiverpool John Moores University): affect in physiology.
Giancarlo Fortino (Universita della Calabria): wireless and wearable sensors of affect.
Fabio Pianesi (Fondazione Bruno Kessler): language and multimodal sensing.
Keikichi Hirose (University of Tokyo): affect in speech.
James Lester (North Carolina State University): affect in education.
Aleix Martinez (Ohio State University): facial expressions of affect.
Louis-Philippe Morency (Carnegie Mellon University): multimodal sensing and machine learning.

Retiring editors include Anton Batliner, Cynthia Breazeal, Cristina Conati, Jean-Marc Fellous, Bern Carsten Stahl, Matthias Scheutz and Chung-Hsien Wu.
Finally, with some mixed emotions, I’m announcing my retirement as founding editor-in-chief of TAC, effective this
coming January. These have been an extremely rewarding five years steering the journal through its initial launch and maturation, but it is time to move on to new challenges. I leave the journal in the very capable hands of Bj€
orn Schuller. Bj€
orn is
a member of TAC’s editorial board and the current president of the association for the advancement of affective computing.
He has considerable and broad experience within the topic of affective computing. He will bring the energy and enthusiasm necessary to take TAC to the next level. He will have the continued assistance of our highly capable supporting staff at
IEEE including Samantha Jacobs, Hilda Carman, Kathy Santa Maria, and Alicia Stickley.
Best wishes for 2015
Jonathan Gratch,
Editor-in-Chief
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