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�
Abstract 

 

Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia, has attracted 

attention both because of its popularity and its 

unconventional policy of letting anyone on the internet 

edit its articles. This paper describes the results of an 

empirical analysis of Wikipedia and discusses ways in 

which the Wikipedia community has evolved as it has 

grown. We contrast our findings with an earlier study 

[11] and present three main results. First, the 

community maintains a strong resilience to malicious 

editing, despite tremendous growth and high traffic. 

Second, the fastest growing areas of Wikipedia are 

devoted to coordination and organization. Finally, we 

focus on a particular set of pages used to coordinate 

work, the “Talk” pages. By manually coding the 

content of a subset of these pages, we find that these 

pages serve many purposes, notably supporting 

strategic planning of edits and enforcement of 

standard guidelines and conventions. Our results 

suggest that despite the potential for anarchy, the 

Wikipedia community places a strong emphasis on 

group coordination, policy, and process. 
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3. Compare & Contrast  
 

3.1 The 2005 Data  
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3.2 History Flow  
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Table 4: Page Growth Factor per Namespace 

Namespace Pages in 2003 Pages in 2005 Growth rate 

Main 170,369 1,531,095 9x 

Talk 20,067 229,999 11 x 

User 3,324 76,491 23 x 

User talk 2,564 199,264,  78 x 

Wikipedia 1,211 81,738 68 x 

Wikipedia talk 441 7,267 16 x 

Image 6,970 292,451 42 x 
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