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Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia, has attracted 4
attention both because of its popularity and its 4 % i
unconventional policy of letting anyone on the internet
edit its articles. This paper describes the results of an
empirical analysis of Wikipedia and discusses ways in
which the Wikipedia community has evolved as it has !
grown. We contrast our findings with an earlier study P'5 3
[11] and present three main results. First, the 6--) (.,
community maintains a strong resilience to malicious ”
editing, despite tremendous growth and high traffic.
Second, the fastest growing areas of Wikipedia are
devoted to coordination and organization. Finally, we
focus on a particular set of pages used to coordinate
work, the “Talk” pages. By manually coding the ! # %
content of a subset of these pages, we find that these
pages serve many purposes, notably supporting 17 2
strategic planning of edits and enforcement of
standard guidelines and conventions. Our results 7 !
suggest that despite the potential for anarchy, the
Wikipedia community places a strong emphasis on
group coordination, policy, and process.
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Table 4: Page Growth Factor per Namespace

Namespace Pages in 2003 Pages in 2005 Growth rate
Main 170,369 1,531,095 9x : ! "
Talk 20,067 229,999 11x | #
User 3,324 76,491 23 x " 17
User talk 2,564 199,264 78 x " )

Wikipedia 1211 81,738 68 x ! !
Wikipedia talk 441 7,267 16 x 5 ] "
Image 6,970 292,451 42 x | 7
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Please read Wikipedia:No Personal Attacks [link goes to
guideline page]; note that “Racial, sexual, homophobic,
religious or ethnic epithets directed against another
contributor” are included in the category of “personal
attacks.” Also note this section: “Using someone’s
affiliations as a means of dismissing or discrediting their
views—regardless of whether their affiliations are
mainstream or extreme”

The real problem: Wiki articles are not supposed to
include what'’s referred to as Wikipedia:Original Research
[link goes to guideline page]. Basically, if a sourced article
didn’t make the claim, we can’t include it. Example: this
article is the first time I've heard early R.E.M. compared to
the Who. Regardless of my opinion on the validity of such a
claim, if someone else didn’t make the claim in a citable
article, we can’t include it here. (Read through the “original
research” link above and see what I mean)
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